THE INTELLIGENTSIA
ing to his own statements, although he was an old man when the
Revolution came, was able to accomplish more since 1917 than
he had done in all his life up to that yean
The Soviet Government understood from the very first the
importance of scientific development and of making science acces-
sible to the masses of the people. This they regarded as necessary
both from the point of view of the practical importance of science
for the industrial and agricultural development of the country and
from that of its influence in raising the educational and cultural
level of the people. To quote Professor Tyrrell once again:
"Soviet Russia, as is well known, founds its economy and its
philosophy on Science; but the intensity of the interest in Science
manifested by nearly everyone, high or low, with whom Con-
gressists came into contact, had to be experienced to be believed.
Over the entrance to every mine, quarry or institution that we
visited, and at the principal railway stations, there was almost
invariably a large strip of red bunting on which was inscribed,
beside the inevitable and cordial sentence of welcome, a quotation
from a speech by Stalin: 'Science is called Science just because
it recognizes no fetishes, and does not fear to raise its hand against
everything that is obsolete and antiquated, and listens attentively
to the voices of experience and practice.' . . .
"The flood of energy and scientific enterprise released by the
Revolution has led to a vast expansion of this goldfield (Beresovsk),
and its production has increased fourfold in the last twenty years.
The gold is found in scores of thousands of thin, closely-spaced,
quartz veins which occur over an area of 64 square kilometres.
Beresovsk is a typical mining township of rough wooden dwellings,
with the new wooden superstructures of the mine shafts towering
high above them, and roads as unbelievably bad as are to be found
anywhere in the U.S.S.R. We were first shown through the local
mining museum exhibiting specimens of the rocks, minerals, and
ores, maps, mine plans, and a pictorial history of the field, very
well done and splendidly housed as all these local museums are.
"At almost every stop crowds of country people flocked to see
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